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FULL COMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 9119 (S. 3446), H. R. 4231, 
H. R. 7541, H. R. 2225, H. R. 7308, AND H. R. 6374 


House oF 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, May 19, 1954. 

(The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Dewey Short, chairman of 
the committee, presiding.) 

The CHatrMAN. As | advised members of the committee, Senator 
Stennis and Senator Robertson in particular, along with other visitors 
to West Point, have recommended that we appropriate approximately 
a half-million dollars to rehabilitate or refurnish and mak: 
couple of the barracks at West Point. 

It is a very much-needed operation, because boys up on the third 
and fourth floors have to go clear to the basement to shave. 

I take it from what they told me it is similar to conditions that I 
faced at Oxford, vears ago, when I was a student in England. 
can have a keen appreciation of their problem 

The Senate did write in their bill a sum of $497,000 for this particular 
purpose, but the House conferees, not so much because they were 
opposed on the basis of the merits of the proposition but the fact that 
the legislation had not been authorized, stood firm and refused to 
accept it. It was knocked out. So the Senate introduced a special 
bill, S. 3446, which our chief counsel informs me was passed yesterday? 

Mr. Smart. Correct. 

The CHarrMAN. In the Senate, and we have introduced an identical 
bill, H. R. 9119, in order that the authorities at West Point can go 
ahead during the vacation period. This is the end of the school year. 
We must pass this legislation, quickly authorizing it, and I understand 
the Appropriations Committee has no particular objection to it 
they have? 

Mr. Smart. Mr. Chairman, | would like to point out that the 
effect of this bill is this: The Army has a residual authorization under 
Public Law 910, and they have the money to support that. And if 
this bill is passed it requires no action by the Appropriations Com- 

mittee. The Army will have the money and authorization and can 
proceed with the rehabilitation at West Point in the immediate future. 

Mr. Cunnincuam. Mr. Chairman, may I have a word? A year 
ago I was one of the visitors to West Point, in fact, I was the only one 
representing either the House or the Senate. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CunnincHaM. There were four representing the President. 

In the report that we made, about June of last year, to the President, 
we strongly recommended new barracks for the newer men. I mean 
the plebes, the new ones. And we went through these old barracks. 
I was absolutely astounded to think that such a condition existed at 
West Point. I think you all would be. We found 4 plebes rooming 
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together in 1 small room. And boys on the fourth and fifth floor 
would have to go clear to the basement to wash and shave in the 
morning. 

Mr. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. CunnincuaM. They absolutely need this authorization. 

The CuarrmMan. Of course; that is in keeping with the rigorous 
training that is given there. 

Mr. Cunnincuam. It is a little too rigorous. 

The Cuarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Rivers. Representing the minority, Mr. Chairman, we have 
no objection on this. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Hess. Move the adoption of the bill, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. I think you are all acquainted with what it is 
about, and I won’t even take time to read it. Without objection, 
H. R. 9119, a bill identical with S. 3446, which was passed by the 
Senate on yesterday, will be favorably reported. 

We call it up immediately, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Smart. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CuarrmMan. Let them go to work, before the boys come back 
in the fall, September. 

Mr. Smarr. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that the record show 
that we have reported S. 3446, in lieu of H. R. 9119. 

The Cuarrman. All right. So we will take that up and accept the 
Senate bill. 

Mr. Smart. Right. 

Mr. Hess. No; you just report the Senate bill. 

Mr. Smart. Report the Senate bill. 

The CuarrMan. I say report the Senate bill, since they are identical 
bills, and without objection so ordered. 

(The committee proceeded to further business. Whereupon, at 
12 noon, further proceedings were had as follows:) 

The CuHarrmMan. Let’s get these bills out. 

Mr. Smart. Mr. Chairman, the first one is H. R. 42—— 

The CuatrMan. Wait a minute, Mr. Smart. 

Mr. Smarr. The first bill is H. R. 4231, a bill passed by this com- 
mittee, passed and amended by the Senate. 

What it does is to authorize the appointment to the United States 
Military Academy and United States Naval Academy of sons of cer- 
tain individuals who were killed in action or who died or who shall die 
as a result of service in World War I, World War II, or between the 
period beginning June 27, 1950, and endiag on a date to be proclaimed 
by the President. 

At the time we passed the bill the Air Force Academy legislation 
had not been passed. Now, it has been passed and the Senate change 
is merely a technical amendment to reflect the fact that the Air Force 
Academy is a thing in being and not prospective in the future. 

It is a pure technical amendment, that is all it is. 

The CuarrmMan. Without objection, we will accept it. 

Mr. Smarr. The second bill is H. R. 7541. 

That is a bill to promote the national defense by including a repre- 
sentative of the Department of Defense as a member of the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 


Our bill said: 


One representative of the Department of Defense from the office in charge of 
research and development. 
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The Senate amendment struck that and said: 


One Department of Defense representative who is acquainted with the need of 
aeronautical research and development. 


It does no harm. 


Mr. Smart. H. R. 2225—— 

The CuarrMan. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Smart. H. R. 2225, a bill to provide for sundry administrative 
matters affecting the Department of Defense, and for other purposes. 
In one section of that bill you will recall that the committee author- 
ized the Navy to furnish fuel and supplies to other vessels. The 
Senate amended that particular provision by adding this proviso: 
And provided further, That such payments shall be made on a cash basis or such 
other basis as will reasonably ensure prompt payment for such supplies. 

The Cuarrman. That is all right. 

Mr. Smart. We are all in favor of prompt payment. That is all 
that is. 

The CHairMan. Without objection, we will accept that. 

Mr. Smart. Now, H. R. 7308, a bill repealing section 307 of title 3 
of the Federal Civil Act of 1950, as amended. This section of the 
Federal Civil Defense Act provides standby emergency powers for 
the Civil Defense Administrator in the event of an attack on the 
United States, which authority will expire on June 30, 1954, or earlier 
if prescribed by concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

The House bill would make permanent the standby authority of 
the Civil Defense Administrator in times of national emergency. 

The Senate amendment would extend it for a 4-year period beyond 
the 30th of June 1954. 

The CHarrMan. Oh, well, why don’t they accept ours? 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman, it makes no difference because under 
the emergency powers of the President he can delegate it to whom he 
pleases, to start with. 

Mr. Brooks. I think—that is 4 years anyway. Why not let it go 
through. 

The CuarrMan. Let it go through without objection. We accept 
it. 

The CuarrMan. You have another one? 

Mr. Smart. Mr. Chairman, the last one is H. R. 6374, the warrant 
officer bill. 

Russ Blandford can explain the amendments on that. 

Mr. BLanpForp. All the Senate did was to make one change of 
substance in respect to the compulsory retirement age. We had it at 
60. They raised it to 62. That by and of itself would be an objec- 
tionable amendment, were it not for the fact that the bill unchanged 
by the Senate also requires mandatory retirement unless selected for 
retention upon the completion of 30 years of service. 

The Department of Defense in a letter indicated that they were not 
happy with the amendment. The Departments of the Army and Air 
Force have expressed the view that this amendment is undesirable 
since the mandatory retirement age for their officer personnel below 
the grade of major general was 60. 

This maximum age of 60 has been the results of many years of evolu- 
tion, and so forth. But they can live with it. The Department of 
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the Navy says that as far as the Navy and Marine Corps are concerned, 
they don’t like it but they can live with it also. 

I have discussed the matter with Mr. Arends and Mr. Kilday and the 
three of us recommend to you that we accept the Senate amendment. 
It really will have no effect upon the operation of the bill. 

If you will recall, there was a provision in our bill that allowed 
persons who could not complete 20 years of service to be retained on 
active duty until they were 62 in the Navy and Marine Corps and 64 
in the Army and Air Force. 

The Senate made that 64 for everyone. We know of no one on 
active duty today who is a regular warrant officer who will not be 
able to complete 20 years of service before attaining the age of 60. 

It is merely a paper amendment. Mr Arends and Mr. Kilday have 
discussed it with me and we recommend that we accept the Senate 
amendment. 

Mr. Bares. It has been 60? 

Mr. BLanpFrorp. No. There has been a combination of ages in it. 

Mr. Rivers. Let’s go. 

The CHAIRMAN. Allright. 

Now it is the sense of the committee that the chairman could call 
these particular bills up and agree to the Senate amendment? 

Mr. Smart. That is correct. 

Mr. Bares. Without objection. 

The CuarrMan. You get it all set, Bob, and we will do that. 

The committee stands adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow mornings 

(Whereupon, at 12:08 p. m., the committee adjourned. ) 
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